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SUBJECT: I IBERIAN AMBASSADOR'S VIEWS ON US PRESENCE IN GUINEA- 
BISSAU 

1. LIBERIAN AMBASSADOR T. SIAPA SHERMAN, WHO IS ACCREDITAD 
GUINEA-BISSAU AS WELL AS GUINEA, IS COMPETENT PROPESSIONAL AND 
STAUNCH FRIEND OF US. ON RETURN TO CONAKRY FROM EXTENDED VISIT 
BISSAU, SHERMAN CALLED ON AMBASSADOR FOR SOBER DISCUSSION OP 
DEVELOPMENTS THERE. 

2. SHERMAN SAID THAT HE HAD BEEN STRUCK BY INCREASE IN SOV BLOC 
ASSISTANCE EFPORTS AND PRESENCE. ALTER SPEAKING WITH SENIOR PAIGC 
OPFICIALS, HE IS PERSUADED PAIGC DOES NOT WANT TO BECOME CLIENT 

OP SOVIETS (OR CHINESE), BUT IS BEING DRAWN INEXORABLY INTO 
SOVIET EMBRACE BECAUSE OF FAILURE OF WEST TO PROVIDE DESPERATELY 
NEEDED AID. 

3. SHERMAN SAID HE BELIEVES IT IS MOST IMPORTANT THAT US BEGIN 
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HE ADDED HE COULD NOT UNDERSTAND WHY US HAS STILL NOT OPENED 
MISSION IN BISSAU NOR EVEN ACCREDITED A NEIGHBORING AMBASSADOR 
THIS APPARENT US INDIEEERENCE WAS A POPULAR TOPIC OE SPECULATION 
IN BISSAU, HE SAID, AS IT IS IN CONAKRY ALSO. GUINEA BISSAU 
CHARGE RECENTLY QUERIED EMBOFE ABOUT "REAL" MOTIVATION EOR 
US RESERVE TOWARD HIS COUNTRY). 

4. AMBASSADOR MENTIONED US DONATION TO UNITED NATIONS HIGH 

COMMISSION EOR REEUGEES AND RECENT VISIT OE AID SURVEY TEAM TO 
CAPE VERDE. AMBASSADOR SAID QUESTION OE AMERICAN REPRESENTATION 
IN BISSAU REMAINS UNDER ACTIVE CONSIDERATION IN WASHINGTON. 

5. COMMENT: RECOMMEND DECISION ON AMERICAN PRESENCE IN BISSAU 
BE TAKEN AND ANNOUNCED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

HARROP 
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